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order that leprosy may dealt with successfully 
and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily for exami- 
nation, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease, 
Any scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated 
public 

Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, March 
FACTS. THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW DISEASE. 


The transmission Hansen’s disease being still unsolved, 
the medical world classes 


The Leprosarium was founded fifty years 
ago. date not single member the medical 
nursinz staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not 
comparable with those they would take dealing with 
diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable diseases. 
Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required 
take any special precautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually for 
short periods. 
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REVIEW LABORATORY ACTIVITIES 
Pathologist, Marine Hospital 


The routine work the laboratory 


occupies the greater part the effort 
the personnel. Calculated terms 
the average patient, both the in- 
firmary and the colony, found 
that the patient has skin smear once 
every three months. Actually, 
beginning torun negatives and look- 
ing forward parole, has smear 
every five weeks. urinalysis 
once seven weeks, and blood count 
every days. During the month 
May there were few more blood counts 
made this hospital than the Ma- 
rine Hospital New Orleans, and the 
total number examinations all 
types yearly has not been much lower 
than would the case average 
hospital, because 
quired adjuncts promin treat- 
ments, and experimental work make 
the deficit which would otherwise ob- 
tain between chronic and acute hos- 
pital per patients basis. 

The average patient had one serolog- 
examination the during 
the year, and the rate for the year 
will have his next spinai fluid serologic 
test 2331. His blood will examined 
specifically for malaria once years, 
and the parasites will found present 
once 250 years. For area which 
malaria faintly endemic, the past 
year has been benign one. The future 
possibilities the use DDT sprays 
when this chemical can obtained, 
offer hope the elimination the 
great majority our insect pests, 
quitoes, cockroaches, etc., and thereby 
any and all infections transmitted 
these creatures. 


The laboratory occasionally called 
upon run numerous different exam- 
inations ranging from chemical exam- 
ination the blood guinea pig inoc- 
ulations for tuberculosis, but the ave- 
rage patient partakcs most these 
only rare intervals. addition 
weekly bacteriologic tests our home- 
grown milk and water show 
living almost continuously lacteal 
and aquatic Shangri-La. 

the present time there are seven 
the laboratory. Sister Hilary, ad- 
dition handling the blood chemistry 
and serology, with the assistance 
Amedee, operates the photographic 
unit, which itself almost full- 
time job. Cambre general techni- 
cian. Mr. Gemar charge the 
bacteriologicend 
one man the Dr. Lim- 
lingan does the bulk the routine 
blood work, wellas some clinical work. 

the investigative side, diffi- 
cult define precisely what being 
done. Several things are planned, which, 
hoped, will bring new and impor- 
tant knowledge Hansen’s disease, 
such question the relation- 
ship the Hansenian infection toa 
similar native disease rats discovered 
Stefansky some years Anoth- 
the problem the transmission 
Hansen’s disease animals. There 
time interval between plans 
and results, and has been necessary 
put more than months laying 
foundations, that the work just 
barely getting started. And will 
years be.ore results can read. 

Another feature the 
work planned consists testing prom- 
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ising drugs and chemicals for their 
therapeutic effects animals, part- 
icularly rats infected with Stefan- 
sky’s bacillus, organism indistin- 
guishable from Hansen’s bacillus ex- 
cept its pathogenicity. This infection 
progresses extremely slowly the 
white rat, manner quite satis- 
factory for experimental purpose. About 
rats and four six months are the 
requirements for test. This in- 
fection now established our local 
animal colony, and expected that 
start will soon made withstrepto- 
mycin, and other agents. Our home- 
grown streptomycin, well the 
commercial, quite effective inhi- 
biting the growth acid-fast bacilli 
the test-tube, but the manvfacture 
quantities sufficient for the 
ment pati2nts beyond the scope and 
capacity the laboratory. Most the 
other antibiotics, such dozen 
obtained from several species asper- 
gilli, are less promising, and the anti- 
biotics themselves extremely difficult 
extract pure form. Although vari- 
ous species aspergilli are extremely 
common locally, none about 100 fungi 
have examined hasbeen found 
possessed any important antibiotic 
effect. Aspergilus fumigatus, reported 
produce not one, but two separate 
antibiotics, common here that 
probable that every person the 
place inhale thousand more spores 
this organism daily! 


The value the isolation hospital 
must apparently judged the ben- 
efits which confers the sick with- 
its walls, for would seem have 
little effect the health the, com- 
munity whole. 

Topley and Wilson the Interna- 
tional Journal Leprosy. 


Medical Director (Retired) 
lic Health Service. Head the Depart- 
ment Pre.entive Medicine and Pub- 
lic Health, Louisiana State University 
School Medicine. Senior Visiting 
Physician Charity Hospital, New Or- 
leans, La. 

Twenty-seven contributors, each one 
recognized authority his respective 
field, prepared new textbook, CLIN- 
ICAL TROPICAL MEDICINE, wnich 
erence book for medical students, in- 
structors, public health departments, 
and physicians who are interested 
tropical mecicine.”’ 

was fitting that Dr. McCoy, dean 
chosen wr:te the section Hansen’s 
disease for this took. From the 
tients’ point view, the selection 
Dr. McCoy was hapry one for are 

**see page 5** 


4 
‘ 
| 


THE STAR 


FROM MODERN MEDICAL TEXTBOOK 
McCoy, D., Dept. Public Health, Louisiana State 
University Medical School, New Orleans, Louisiana 


Excerpts from the Section Leprosy Dr. McCoy Clinical Tropical Medicine edited 
Taylor Bercovitz, published Paul Hoeber, Inc., New York (1944). Reprinted ‘in the- 


Star permission the publishers. 
Historical 


The recognition leprosy major 
plague goes far back history. Garri- 
son says outstanding achievement 
the Assyro-Babylonians public Hy- 
giene was their perception the trans- 
missibility There isso much 
controversy the nature the lep- 
rosy the that too 
demonstrate the dis- 
ease. There seem good reasons 
doubt the nature the aisease 
prevalent Europe the Middle Ages 
which, according Garrison, 
its full height the 13th century’’. 
was these centuries that the large 
number leper hospitals were built 
means clear that they were used for 
leprosy patients alone, nor clear 
that these hospitals aided much pro- 
moting the decline the disease. 
had greatly declined was 
longer major problem except possibly 
the Scandinavian countries. re- 
cent only places Europe 
where leprosy has been problem are 
the Mediterranean Basin, Russia, Nor- 
way and Sweden. How and when leprosy 
reached the western here un- 
certain butit seems likely that the tide 
sweeping westward from 
southern Europe, and the slave trade 
moving the fron: Af- 
rica offered easy means for the trans- 
fer the infection the West Indies 
and ntraland South American 


mainland. North America has received 
infections from the same sources, from 
Northern Europe, (especially Scandina- 
via), from the islands the Pacific in- 
cluding Japan and from the Asiatic 
mainland. 

Perhaps the most important date 
from the scientific point view 1848 
when Danielson and Boeck published 
their clinical description the disease; 
next comes the discovering the bacil- 
lus consicer the causative agent 
est organisms related eticlogically 
clinical entity. 

Epidemiology 

Leprosy thepast has been much 
more widespread prevalence than 
today when lagely confined the 
tropics and subtropical regions. 
most temperate climates, has disap- 
peared oris declining. Leprosy not 
only very slow its evolution 
the individual but community 
well. While the prevalence most 
infectious diseases community 
measured weeks and months, leprosy 
usually requires generations and even 
centuries through cycle in- 
creases, steady prevalence, 
decline and disappearance. While this 
disease may found anywhere, does 
not spread appreciable degree ev- 
ervwhere. Thusin Europe, leprosy 
the Baltic and Mediter- 
ranean areas while the British Isles 
and Western Europe, general, 
negligible from the point view the 
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community. The same thing well il- 
lustrated the United States Amer- 
ica where the disease spreads apprecia- 
bly only the states bordering the 
Gulf Mexico especially Florida, Loui- 
siana and Texas where enough new cases 
keep the number fairly con- 
stant fromyear year. Just the reverse 
the Northernand Western 
states where the tendency for the 
disease die out; for example the 
small focus the Central North West- 
ern states, Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, 
the Dakotas, has extinguished itself. 
matter how favorable apparently 
the opportunities for contracting the 
disease may seem these areas 
extraordinarily rare for transmission 
occur. Imported leprosy occasion- 
ally being detected the North Eastern 
states and New England but cases 
originating those regions are almost 
unknown. This well illustrates that 
some factor other than contact witha 
leprosy victim necessary permit 
transfer the infection others. 
From what has been said will ap- 
preciated that the prevalence the 
disease depends toa 
large extent geographic location. Ex- 
cluding imported cases, this will vary 
from zero high several per hun- 
dred the population, the latter con- 
dition prevailing certain regions 
Africa, today, and recently certain 
Pacific 

areas which the disease spreads 
the tendency for multiple cases oc- 
cur family very marked good- 
proportion the children are likely 
develop the disease. has been sug- 
gested that least some parts 
the world leprosy runs the course 
very slowly evolving epidemic which 
rises and declines with such 
changes that its epidemic nature not 


recognized. 
Prophylaxis 

will evident from what has been 
said that measures for the prevention 
the spread leprosy should tak- 
with due regard for the facts that 
have been set forth the preceding 
section. area which long expe- 
rience has shown the risk transmis- 
special public health measures are nec- 
essary and patients may permitted 
continue their usual activities. 
which spread occurs, such 
measures should taken may offer 
reasonable expectation reducing the 
incidence the infection. Unfortu- 
nately, public sentiment often does 
not permit reasonable course 
victims subject rigorous measures 
communities where they are not 
menace others, and the reverse may 
occur areas which the disease 
common enough familiar and 
instance, people may indifferent, 
and appropriate measures difficult 
impossible enforce. many 
tries the cost prophylactic measures 
may beyond the ability the com- 
munity; indeed thisis true nearly 
every region which leprosy very 
prevalent. Confinement the 
special colony hospital usually 
the best measure. Where cultural 
and economic conditions are favorable, 
agricultural colonies, which are 
large extent are op- 
eration. Under some circumstances 
solation the home rray suffice but 
general rule institutional care 
preferable. The detention need not 
visitors may allowed and 
the patient may permitted tempo- 
rarily leave the institution. Indeed 
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the opinion expressed that patients 
were allowed come and they 
wish probably much benefit would 
accrue the community any 
other arrangement and certainly, the 
custodial, prison like atmosphere 
many institutions not beneficial, ei- 
ther the patient the health in- 
terests the community though 
recognized that more liberal attitude 
would lead increased administrative 
problems. Segregation the patient 
often demanded account public 
sentiment from motives charity. 
Much has been claimed for the success 
segregation controlling the spread 
leprosy. Usually these claims ignore 
other circumstances that may tend 
limit the transmission the infection. 
From the purely public health point 
view too much not expected 
from it, and whatever possible benefit 
time becoming apparent decades 
rather than years. Those whose duties 
bring them contact with cases lep- 
rosy should ‘exercise ordinary precau- 
tions cleanliness. 

communities which the disease 
presents public health aspect many 
problems must met the merits 
tae individnal situation rather than 
hard and fast rules. The questions of- 
ten are more social and economic than 
medical. Thus ina family whicha 
case leprosy discovered may 
better remove healthy children 
new environment, keeping them under 
medical observation, rather than re- 
move the patient from the home. There 
little danger the spread the dis- 
ease family groups made entire- 
adults. 


Place The Star the public library your city 


**Dr. McCoy’s Biography Concluded** 
well aware his humane and under- 
Standing attitude toward victims 
the disease. speaks well for the fu- 
ture the patients that many young 
medical students will get their first 
ademic knowledge our problem from 
this textbook. New York State’s modern 
attitude toward Hansen’s disease 
due largely Dr. McCoy’s opinions and 
observations the epidemiology the 
disease. When Dr. McCoy’s scientific 
findings are more generally accepted, 
the unnecessarily strict regula- 
tions disease certain areas 
the U.S. will undoubtedly revised. 

must emphasized that Dr. McCoy 
speaks not optimist but scien- 
Hansen’s disease and other public health 
problems. Dr. graduated from 
the University Pennsylvania School 
Medicine and entered the U.S. 
Public Health Service 1900. From 
1912 1915 was director the U.S. 
leprosy investigation station Hawaii. 
one time during his service was 
charge the National Institute 
Health. Dr. \.cCoy member the 
Basic Science Board, District Colum- 
bia Medical Examiners, 
ber the National Board Medical 
Examiners, and several other impor- 
tant national Boards. 


Leprosy has always been looked upon 
with apprehension and alarm. Yet 
not contagious the virus 
infections; nor painful cancer; and 
the lesions, the majority cases, 
are not loathsome those certain 
aisorders. Perhaps because its vic- 
tims are isolated, are more fearful 
than should be. 

Theo. Van Dellen 
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THE SCIENTIFIC WORLD 


Editor’s Note: Because the close resem- 
blance between tuberculosis and Hansen’s 
disease, clinically and pathologically (In single 
organisms impossible for the ‘‘Laborato- 
distinguish between the two germs) re- 
search work tuberculosis, also in- 
terest us. Indeed, has been said Dr. 
Faget, and other authorities that chemo- 
culosis likely also specific for 
Hansen’s disease. 


Dr. Anthony Salle, assistant pro- 
fessor bacteriology the University 
California Los Angeles, says 
has discovered that bacillus extract 
known subtilin will kill tuberculosis 
bacilli. 

Dr. Salle stated: ‘‘We have done only 
test tube work far but subtilin has 
proven deadly tuberculosis germs 
the test 

The scientist said there are indica- 
tions that the extract will ‘‘relatively 
for animals and humans. 
said work with infected animals will 
start soon and results are favorable 
experimental use with humans will 
the next step. 

said the bacteriologist, ‘‘but goes 
further this particular field. Penicil- 
lin not deadly the tuberculosis 
bacillus, but subtilin 

Dr. Salle, who has been working the 
subtilin project for seven months with 
co-worker, research assistant Gregory 
Jann, said the substance derived from 
bacterium called bacillus subtilis, 
commonly known bacillus’’, 
which found the ground, the 
air and hay. 

Dr. Salle said subtilin, like penicillin, 
inhibitory agent which prevents 
the germs from reproducing. 

and Jann have been making their 
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experiments co-operation with the 
Western Research Laboratory, Al- 
bany, Calif., and the med- 
ical school pharmacology division 
San Francisco. 


Associated Press Sept. 14, 1945 


This report carried special interest for 
Dr. and Mrs. Salle spent months 
Carville 1935 for Bacteriological Study 
our hospital Laboratory. They came Car- 
ville under the auspices the Leonard Wood 
Memorial. understand that Mr. Gemar 
now doing some work similar Dr. Salle’s 
here. 


Two well known Parisian physicians 
and medical researchers, Dr. Vital Cho- 
rine and Dr. Bernard Sureau, members 
the famous Pasteur Institute, are 
responsible for the experiments that 
have brought the scientific battle 
gainst tuberculosis another step closer 
victory. 

The chain experiments began with 
researches Dr. Chorine tofind way 
curing leprosy. For these experiments 
rats were infected with leprosy and lat- 
injected with Vitamin (amide nic- 
otinique). The infected rats improved. 

Similar experiments were carried out 
with guinea pigs. First they were inject- 
with leprosy, then given anti-leprosy 
injections Vitamin FP. 

The next step was infect guinea 
pig with tuberculosis instead leprosy. 
The infected guinea pig then was given 
Vitamin injection and cured. For 
complicated medical reasons, was 
said, impossible infect rats with 
tuberculosis and for that reason these 
experiments were out with guin- 
pigs. 

Last autumn Dr. Chorine and Dr. 
Sureau tried out this method one 
desperate case human tuberculosis. 
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The patient the verge death re- 
sponded the treatment with gratify- 
ing results and today she completely 
cured. 

was noticing many similarities 
between leprosy and tuberculosis mi- 
crobes that Dr. Chorine discovered, af- 
ter many encouraging experiments with 
leprosy-infected rats, how cure tu- 
berculosis-infected guinea pigs with Vi- 
tamin PP. 

result the success obtained 
treatment the first human patient 
Dr. Chorine’s method has been applied 
others tuberculosis patients pre- 
viously considered incurable. Results 
the treatment these patients are 
described excellent. 

But spite these successes, Dr. 
Chorine remains scientifically cautious. 
regards his findings not yet 
nite. 

cannot yet generalize meth- 
liable recur, and several months are 
necessary judge the definite value 
the 

International News Service, 
Paris, France, Aug. 25. 


Murine leprosy, according Frazier, 
leprosy-like disease which occurs 
rats. certain anatomic manifesta- 
tions, and the presence acid fast 
bacteria, the the rat resem- 
bles human leprosy. The organism 
murine leprosy, Mycobacterium leprae 
murium, has been regarded some 
perhaps identical with the organism 
human leprosy, Mycobacterium leprae. 
But there convincing evidence 
support this assumption. may 
possibly be, studies this 
organism the future will shed light 
the relationship the acid fast 
mycobacterium human leprosy and 
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helq elucidate some the problems 
related the 

Asked The Star comment the 
possible value Vitamin the 
treatment Hansen’s disease, Dr. Faget 
said, ‘‘We have used Vitamin 
some the patients this hospital 
without any startling effects. course, 
did not use very large doses 
for very extensive period. Vitamin 
one the specific vitamins used 
the treatment pellagra which isa vi- 
tamin deficiency disease. Hansen’s dis- 
ease and tuberculosis are germ diseases 
and cannot expected respond 
vitamins alone. Although vitamins 
may helpful found deficient 
such 


the June, 1945, issue SCIENCE, 
Dr. Eleanor Alexander- Jackson, Dept. 
Public Health and Preventive Medi- 
cine, Cornell University Medical College, 
and Dr. Frank Combes, professor 
dermatology New York University 
and chief the Dermatology Service 
Bellevue riospital, New York, report 
the results their experimental work 
mycobacterium leprae with triple 
stainning technic originated Dr. 
Alexander- Jackson. This method re- 
veals non-acid-fast forms the myco- 
bacterium human leprosy. Dr. Alex- 
ander-Jackson states that exis- 
tence non-acid-fast forms leprosy 
may explain certain peculiarities 
the course the infection, such its 
protracted incubation period 

Some the smears used this work 
were sent Dr. Combes from the Car- 
ville Tre work was supported 
from the Rosenwald Founda- 
tion. Dr. Combes advises the Star that 
more complete article this subject 
will published this fall. 
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THIS OUR GOAL 


HOSPITALS FOR CASES HANSEN’S DISEASE SHOULD THE SAME PAR WITH 
THOSE FOR TUBERCULOSIS, AND THE PATIENTS SHOULD FREE COME AND 
AND TREATED LIKE ANY OTHER THEN THEY WOULD COME EARLY, 
LEARN ABOUT THE TRUE NATURE THE DISEASE AND THEMSELVES HELPED, 
AND KEEP OTHERS FROM GETTING IT. THAT TABOO AND ONLY 


WHISPERED ABOUT WILL NEVER SETTLED. 


——E.R. Kellersberger 


COMPULSORY SEGREGATION—ITS HUMAN SIDE 


Several months ago there came let- 
ter The Star from Victor Race 
Balboa, Canal Zone. Mr. Race writ- 
feature articles for leading mag- 
azines and during the past few years 
traveling about the tropics has vis- 
ited many leprosaria. wrote, have 
the feeling that there much 
done remove leprophobia from the 
minds the laymen. And the sev- 
eral articles turning out Han- 
sen’s disease, one which will appear 
national weekly, have tried 
stress this very 

Then along came Liberty (September 
29) carrying Mr. Race’s article which 
dealt, the main, with his visit 
Palo Seco, the Canal Zone’s Leprosar- 
ium, which described being op- 
erated more basis than 
other colonies was not the 
slightest indication enforced segre- 
gation Palo Seco, high forbidding 
walls and patrolling guards, not evena 
fence around the colony 

Before was the title 
Mr. Race’s article, selected, first 
thought, merely arrest the 
attention. resented the title, think- 
ing, ‘‘Why most they always sensation- 
alize when leprosy 
However, Mr. Race tied his article 
beautifully with and agree 
with him when said, 
not far ahead the Middle Age 


Europeans who held public funeral 
services for victims and pronounced 
them legally 

Unfortunately, the title this article 
too true, even today, not physi- 
cal sense but psychically so, once 
are Officially branded. Here Carville, 
under the present system compulsory 
segregation, are from our 
and friends and, because 
the mystery and secrecy 
this antiquated system, live under 
assumed names, thus losing our iden- 
tity well twoconstitutional rights 
guaranteed free Americans —liberty 
and the pursuit happiness. have 
just finished bloody world war for the 
preservation these rights, war 
which some patients now here took 
active part and almost every patient 
the place was affected having 
loved one the service. 

patient, once entering this hos- 
pital, all practical purposes here 
for life, for that actually what com- 
pulsory segregation means the aver- 
age patient; least this has been the 
state affairs until comparatively 
recently, until chemotherapy brought 
ray hope. 

One should understand that this 
hospital presents far different picture 
than general hospital. cannot even 
compared with sanatoria for the 
treatment chronic such 
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tuberculosis. those institutions pa- 
tients live schedule —time bed, 
time for exercise, time for reading, 
everything the clock. Here we, most 
us, feel too well for that sort life 
and live houses apart from the 
Infirmary proper, can pretty 
much please, rest when want 
to, bed any hour, find plenty 
look off into space, gossip get into 
other mischief. Except for treatments 
the morning, and those only 
desire them they are not compulsory, 
our time our own. 

For those who have led active and 
busy lives the enforced idleness bad. 
worse for men than for women 
women can usually find something 
do, sewing, keeping their rooms 
order and on. But the men wander 
about like lost sheep, with nothing 
do. course, some the men and 
women find employment orderlies 
but even that leaves much time 
filled somehow. There are always 
some, adults and young people alike, 
who have the feeling that when one 
enters these gates all hope lost and 
they act accordingly; their morale 
low that they think does not matter 
what they and their morals suffer. 

understand that the erage stay 
rium about one year and that 
up-to date sanatoria the United 
States and Canada patients are taught 
book-keeping, cesigning, 
architecture, photography, tailoring, 
telegraphy and everything the un- 
limited field mechanical repairs in- 
cluding scores speciaiized handcrafts. 
What our set-up here 
where patients must remain for periods 
most quarter century that the Pub- 


lic Health Service has conducted this 
hospital, absolutely effort has been 
made rehabilitation the pa- 
tients. The routine jobs that 
hold, with few exceptions, provide 
training which would enable them 
resume useful place society upon 
discharge. the contrary and the 
best, more are forced into jobs where 
cognizance taken the principle 
rehabilitating the patient for future 
usefulness, the detrimental effects 
the job holder’s health. Through 
the years the patients have been filling 
jobs pay far below that given out- 
siders doing similar identical work, 
and only recently have steps been taken 
(instituted the patients themselves) 
correct this injustice. worst, some 
are forced spend years compul- 
sory idleness, unable either get any 
the future, yet subject the mental, 
physical and moral degeneration that 
attends idleness. 

For many patients, coming here 
means the breaking the home. 
man, the wife must find employment 
and the children must either get along 
best they can put home, 
or, the patient fortunate and his 
relatives kind and understanding, the 
children will stay with them. the wife 
and mother must come here the situa- 
tion much the same but the children 
are even more frequently put into homes 
orphanages. 

The compulsory segregation system 
which deprives individual his lib- 
erty for the so-called protection so- 
ciety, the same time deprives his de- 
pendents financial support for 
provision has been made care fora 
family when the breadwinner taken 
away. The breaking families for 
long years one the real tragedies 
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this evil system. Husbands and 
wives become tired the enforced sep- 
aration and divorces sometimes follow. 
see and know more tragedies 
this kind ina year than most people 
know lifetime. And must re- 
alized that these tragedies are not due 
the disease per but the manner 
which its social problems have been 
neglected. 

The victims all diseases have two 
interdependent conditions with which 
cope, physical and psychical, but 
the case the patient with Hansen’s 
disease the psychical far outweighs the 
physical yet paradoxically, little 
consideration has been given the 
motional factors confronting us. Today 
are hearing great deal about psy- 
chosomatic medicine. new term 
for old subject, for has todo with 
the influence the emotions upon the 
bodily functions, something which phy- 
sicians long ago Galsworthy 
expressed said, 
truth: Body and spirit inextricably con- 
joined. heal one without the other 


Despite the great similarity the 
causative agents tuberculosis and 
leprosy, people generally sympathize 
with the victim tuberculosis and are 
comparatively little concerned about 
contagion, yet the leprosy victim the 
object universal discrimination and 
fear. For patients 
may ride public the 
United States, yet the law bars the 
leprosy patient. The startling truth 
that tuberculosis far more conta- 
gious! Victor Race Liberty. 
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PATIENTS SAY 


department devoted expressing person- 
opinions patients, which are not necessa- 
rily those The Star.) 


Dear Editor: 


read Dr. Faget’s comment with 
Fort Stanton the Septem- 
ber issue The Star. stated that 
some the patients were interested 
atransfer Fort Stanton but that 
none them would and 
remain there for five years. Has won- 
dered have much closer con- 
tact with the patients than possi- 
ble for Dr. Faget have and know 
There are more than patients, 
including myself, who are eager goto 
more favorable climate conditions 
were right; the plan were the in- 
terest our welfare well the 
interest science; would consider 
human beings instead mere 
guinea-pigs then there would plen- 
volunteers. are willing go, 
but are not willing there with- 
out treatment that definitely help- 
ing us. Then too, the conditions are 
vague. have our doubts and fears. 
not know what lies ahead us, 
shall the mercy the Med- 
ical Officer charge Fort Stanton 


station Some pa- 


tients fear that might jumping 
from the frying pan into the fire. 

clear-cut plan were offered 

Let given treatment with our 
transfer and definite plan least 
equal what have here and 
will go. Dave 


There can good reason for not 
testing thoroughly any form 
ment that offers the slightest promise 
improvement any disease. 

Fluoroscope Northville, Michigan 
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READERS WRITE 

Not long ago the words Hansen’s 
disease, leprosy, leprosarium were just 
mere words, having personal mean- 
ing interest Then along came 
aman, like myself, but with 
heart gold you all know him 
Chas. Deck. 

One the first things taught 
was why not use the word ‘‘Leper’’. 
was simple lesson, one spelling; 
all one has reverse the letters 
know why shouldn’t used. 

After weeks greeting Mr. Deck with, 


day arrived. made our trip with 


man and wife who are daily proving 
you that they are friends Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold Chalfant. 

Just what had expected find 
difficult say. What did find diffi- 
describe. Each and every one 
you are soldiers fighting bitter battle 
with all the odds against you, but 
fighting you are bravely, and coura- 
geously, fighting something more 
uncertain than any German Jap. 

was explained that one 
the treatments restoring your health 
was peace mind. found you fenced 
behind high wall with guards 
the gate. found hedge wall 
within wall. found married couples 
having live apart (except those few 
who are fortunate enough have 
cottage.) found each you living un- 
der alias protect your loved ones 
the sting the disgrace that 
laymen attach, our ignorance, 
Hansen’s disease. How can there 
any peace mind? 

common kno wledge that Carville 
one the worst possible places for 
leprosarium, yet was pointed out 
that when the town Kenner, La., 
was suggested the residents said 


town they burned allthe buildings 
the selected site. Why? One word alone 

How then can overcome our great- 
est stumbling block? would take 
many, many Mr. Decks, many hundreds 
Mr. Chalfants, all the American Legion 
organizations aren’t enough, even the 
Leonard Wood Memorial can’t it. 
You had the answer once. You didn’t 
follow through with it. 

you want, really want, continue 


“radiating the light truth Han- 


sen’s that everyone will have 
one ray light? you do, why not let 
picture made about Carville, taken 
within the walls Carville, with the 
patients Carville? Perhaps with your 
help could have that picture made. 
willing all within small 
power interest the proper people 
making it. But you! 

This letter tell each you that 
who have been fortunate enough 
meet you, talk with you, called 
friend, are proud you. Because 
who walk alone’’. even though 
they stumble and fall, arise and smile. 

And that what remains our 
minds those who live out- 
your smiles, your courage 
living each day the hope final 
recovery. God grant that with the help 
your doctors and new medicines that 
each and everyone you will one day 
handed your ‘‘Honorable Discharge.”’ 
Nancy Jane Brieger, Loe Angeles, Calif. 


have long known what has been 
called leprosy improperly represent- 
but had not had access the exact in- 
formation carried the Star. shall 

Dept. New Testament Literature 
Pacific School Religion 
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PRESS REVIEW 


Discussing leprosy his syndicated 
column, Family (Au- 
gust 28, 1945), Dr. Morris Fishbein, edi- 
tor The Journal the American 
Medical Association, weekly bible the 
medical profession, says, ‘‘Many differ- 
ent drugs have been tried for leprosy. 
However, the sulfonamide drugs and 
penicillin have not been effective. In- 
deed the results leprosy are like the 
results tuberculosis. Occasionally 
the drug seems have stopped the pro- 
thedisease, but they spe- 
cific against 

means what Webster 
says, desired results*’, 
respectfully call the attention the 
medical mogul the following: 

For the fiscal year 1940, before sulfone 
therapy was instituted inthis hospital, 
there was issued 2,053 bolts gauze, 
6,132 dozens bandages, and 1,091 rolls 
adhesive plaster for use the clin- 
ics. For the fiscal year 1945 there was 
issued 1,458 bolts gauze, 1,780 dozens 
bandages, and €02 rolls 
plaster. the present cost above 
materials Uncle Sam saved $7419. Cost 
promin used during fiscal year 1945 
was $6986. short, the promin was 
purchased from the savings effected 
dressings, with about $400 the clear. 

definitely know how much the patients 
have improved, how much better 
feel. The problem now is, Dr. Faget 
stated, not finding enough patients 
experiment with but eliminating 
the large rumber who want take 


grinds man down polishes him 
depends the stuff made of.”’ 


Oct. 


SALUTE SCIENTIST 


Sister Hilary Ross has, her years 
residence, earned the title 
our research laboratory. Coming here 
1923, only years after the United 
States Government had established 
National Leprosarium Carville, Sister 
Hilary, except for interimof 
months, has been active member 
the technical staff. 

Her first duties were the hospital 


and later she was transfer- 


red where she pioneer- 
research work Hansen’s 


disease. Sister Hilary not only true 


scientist herself, but she has the im- 
portant faculty imparting her knowl- 
edge others. Through the years num- 
bers patients and personnel, under 
her skilled tutelage, have 
technicians, qualified work 
side her the laboratory. She par- 
ticularly interested blood chemistry 
and has contributed several scientific 
papers the International Journal 
Leprosy. She has also co-authored 
number valuable papers with mem- 
bers our Medical Staff. 

Although Sister Hilary, who received 
our hospital staff biologist, she 
does expert work clinical photogra- 
phy. Photography has become her off- 
duty hobby and her artistically tinted 
shots Louisiana landscapes are ex- 
ceptionally good. 

One the things that like about 
Sister Hilary her readiness explain 
scientific matter patients laymen’s 
language and this requires patience. 

Writing from Normandy, Mo., dur- 
ing recent respite, Sister Hilary said 
regarding her return duty, 
ready for another years work. 
are pleased with the possibility. 


WELCOME, MR. LAND 

The most recent addition our hos- 
pital personnel Mr. Perry Land 
Seattle, Washington who arrived here 
early October. will charge 
the Administrative office. Mr. Land 
has been with the Public Health Service 
since 1927 and ranks Chief Pharma- 
cist. His previous stations have includ- 
San Francisco, Detroit, Ft. Stanton, 
Savannah, Washington, C., Norfolk, 
and Brooklyn. 

After graduating from Univ. Wash- 
ington, (Pharmacy and Pre-Med) Mr. 
Land worked for years head 
Pharmacist for the Seattle City Hospi- 
tal, Municipal Clinics and Firland Tu- 
berculosis Sanatorium. 

Mr. Land’s career has been colorful. 
While High School shipped out 
Merchant Seaman the Niaga- 
ney, Australia, and back via Honolulu, 
Suva, Fiji, and New Zealand. During 
his college days Mr. Land was active 
athletics playing both the baseball 
and basketball teams. played semi- 
pro baseball several years and was 
member the American baseball team 
that toured Japan 1921. the First 
World War, Mr. Land was Central 
Officers’ Training School, Camp McAr- 
thur, Waco, Texas. 

Land said, pleased come South 
again have enjoyed first week 
here very much.”’ 


DR. ECCLES WITH COAST GUARD 
Dr. Eccles, former member 
our resident medical staff, sends greet- 
ings his friends Carville from 
board the Admiral Mayo, where 
Senior Medical Officer. 
The U.S.S. Admiral Mayo was commis- 
sioned San Francisco April 1945 
Dr. Eccles sailed its maiden cruise. 
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AMERICAN LEGION 

Dept, Commander Charles Stiffel 
New Orleans came with Mr. and 
Friday, Sept. 28. Mr. Stiffel prominent. 
New Orleans attorney was here draw 
charter incorporate our local 
Legion Post. This being done con- 
nection with the Post’s ownership 
Station Wagon, soon presented 
the National Auxiliary. The Post 
will incorporated under the name, 
Mobile Club’’. 


The Maude Thomas Memorial Night 
School for adults, sponsored the 
Louisiana Dept. the Auxiliary, re- 
opened September, marking the 
school’s fifth session. Pete Bellocampo, 
World War veteran, teaches the 
R’s and the school opened all in- 
terested adult patients hthis ospital. 


CARVILLE CALLERS 


Among our September visitors were 

Dr. F.C. Tsai the National Health 
Administration, Chungking, China. 
Dr. Tsai has heen the for about 
one year studying Public Health meth- 
ods and plans return Chungking 
shortly. 
Miss Gertrude Lies Baton Rouge, 
Miss Ruth Hutchinson, At- 
lanta, Georgia were here September 
14. Miss Hutchinson, well known 
Georgia photographer, recently coop- 
erated with Col. Rarey Deca- 
tur, Georgia his statewide work 
enlist financial aid for research 
disease carried the Leo- 
nard Wood Memorial. 


Chaplain and Mrs. Clifton Rash 
have left for New Yorkto attend the 
annual meeting the American Mis- 
sion. Chaplain Rash will also fill speak- 
ing engagements Chicago and Boston. 
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THE NEW PATIENT’S DILEMMA 
THERE’S ONE EVERY SAN 


Adapted fit life Carville, from COUR- 
AGE, the publication the King County 
Tuberculosis Hospital, Seattle, Washington 
permission the editor, Mary Couron Dell. 
There more than one Carville both 
sexes, fact they are too darn numerous. 

you’re the new patient that all 
the wolves are howling about! Wanted 
come over and give you the 
down everything you get 
off the wrong foot. What’s your 
name? Mary Smith? Well, 
for Carville name. Where you 
How many cases have you seen 
Never saw funny 
state. 

long did your doctor you 
have stay, six months? They 
all tell you that but they don’t mean 
six years. The things could tell 
you looked good you when 
came and look now. 

Well they try get you 
take this and that but me—I don’t 
relish all that needle sticking—none 
that for me. alright without 
any treatment. Rest Period? yes, 
they tell you rest every afternoon 
and hours every night—but who wants 
waste time bed. Now just 
please and it’s lots more fun that way. 
married? You old are 
you? never been mar- 
ried even once! Oh, got boy 
around for long, kid. They’re all the 
same forget you for some other dame. 
Carville fellows really stick 
gal been wanting tell you 
about them. They'll after you 
you get into your permanent quar- 
ters unless you want get stuck 


cooking three meals day better 
steer clear. Kinda’ play the field ‘til 
you find just the right one you’ll 
sorry. 

hada reaction? Don’t know 
what that well, they’re really some- 
thin’. You’ll get one soon enough, feel 
like the devil chills and fever 
but you die. The stories could 
tell you about those things! 

awfully skinny, how much 
you weigh? 110 pounds didn’t 
weigh that much when came and 
now, well, don’t usually tell folks 
the truth, they’re inquisitive, but 
weighed 150 last time got 
the scales. No, food isn't 
hardly eat anythin don’t knov 
why put the weight: ‘less 
I’m the friendly type and always 
manage arrive other folks rooms 
time for ice cream pie. But just 
haven’t any appetite all. 

don’t feel good? noth- 
ing it, kid, never feel the 
same again. Well, bettcr mosey along. 
Don’t take any wooden nickles, and 
keep your chin up. over again 
tomorrow cheer you all the 
new patients need cheered and 
that what try todo for all 


PATIENTS’ FRIEND COMING 


Harold Chalfant Los Angeles, 
California, plans spend Sunday 
November 4th here. Mr. Chalfant 
writes, planning bring all 
travel pictures with and trust 
that way they will joy 
fant certain warm welcome from 
the patients has been carrying 
splendid educational program our 


behalf. 
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THE STAR GOES PARTY 
There was tavern inour town, 
But youthful laughter did abound. 

The can really glitter and 
gleam, especially their birthday, and 
September, marking the completion 
years STAR publication, was par- 
time. 

The day celebration dawned, dull, 
dark, dreary and damp, nay wet which 
forbode only failure party planned 
for the great outdoors, but nothing 
could squelch the spirit the enter- 
tainment committee. Even the late af- 
the ain, failed 
the enthusiasm. 

the time the more guests ar- 
rived, the atmosphere was good 
cheer induced the warm glow 
charcoal fire and the mellow music em- 
anating from the The 
smell the regal hot dog, big ones 
with rubber skins, roasting over the 
coals blended with toasting buns, all 
man made famous, coaxed out the neb- 
ulous ‘‘Milky and great big 
yellow moon. 

when happened. Only moon 
fever could for the capers that 
followed. The crack third base- 
man sparked gam: you’d never 
guess DROP HANDKERCHIEF. 
One game followed another ard the cli- 
max was reached oniy when John (just 
growin’ boy) spread his 250 pounds 
firma’’, but firmer, his team 
pulled double the tug war 
DOWN. 

Later the songs 
some from the first war, from this 
one and many the old favorites 
were glorified (and occasionally 

**cont’d right column** 


SPORTS 
Nick Farrel 
BLUES WIN PENNANT 


Carville’s two patient softball teams 
climaxed torrid six months season 
with hectic stretch battle for the 
flag. revamping their lineup the Le- 
gion’s team was able come from far 
behind the race photo finish. 
However, they succumbed before vic- 
tory’s gates when the Blues hastily clos- 
ranks and won the deciding game. 
Now with the stadium silent, batting 
averages matter record and the 
thrills and disappointments the 
season part softball legend, look 
bigger and better season. 


The first annual golf tournament 
sponsored the Carville Country Club 
will take place late October. Prizes 
will beawarded bothmen and women. 


The Federation’s annual Hallowe’en 
Dance will brightened the award- 
ing contestants for their cos- 
tumes. The and their 
fellows will ‘‘shoot the with 
square dance during intermission 
spice the games planned the enter- 
tainment committee. 


ized) impromptu quartets and cho- 
ruses. The winner and still champion, 
judging from its renditions, remains 
CRY LITTLE GIRL, DON’T 
CRY. 

wended our way homeward, 
were followed the fading strains 
this haunting melody and cast one 
backward glance that spot bathed 
moonlight and full memories 
singing, long and loud. The ‘‘morning- 
comment was you didn’t 
make that night too long, but you let 
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PERSONNEL PERSONALS 
Mary Browne 


Dr. and Mrs. Ray Pogge 
visit with relatives Chicago during 
September. 


Another Veteran has returned his 
duties here Victor Canneno, who saw 
duty the South Pacific and the 
Philippines. 


Miss Mary Browne visited Dr. and 
Mrs. Browne Larose and family 
their cottage Grand Isle, Louisiana. 


Corporal Edward Hernandez 
home furlough, having just return- 
from service the European area. 

Mrs. Earl Roberts, who now mak- 
ing her home New York City where 
her husband duty, visited friends 
the station recently. 


Labor Day was holiday for most 
folks, but for the children the sta- 
tion marked the beginning anoth- 
school year, public schoolsin Iber- 
viile Parish opened for the new session 
that day. This meant the beginning 
school for two little boys the sta- 
tion Putney Fite and Joseph Paul 
Nicolosi. 


Mrs. Charles Maquire and little 
Linda, are the 
home her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph Sharp. They will make their new 
home Greenville, Mississippi. 


Lieutenant (j. g.) and Mrs. Ben Kon- 
ikoff were recent visitors the quar- 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Stanley. 
They came from Bainbridge, Maryland 
where Lieutenant Konikoff duty. 


FOR YOUR BANKING 
SEE WRITE US, 


WHERE 
Checking Accounts Loans 
Savings Accounts Exchange 


Christmas Savings Deposit Boxes 
Bank Money Orders 
Travelers’ Cheques 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window,- 
let know any way can serve 
you any time. 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON ROUGE 
Established 1910 Member 


LOUIS CARVILLE 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE 
Carville, Louisiana. 
have stock-We will get it! 


THE STAR PRINT 


Solicits your patronage 
Social and business letter heads, 
envelopes cards 
Mail orders promptly filled, 
reasonable prices 


THE CANTEEN 
the 
Recreation Building 
Owned The Patients 
Operated Patients 
Darrel Broussard, 


FURTHER FACTS 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Nor- 
wegian physician, announced his dis- 
covery the germ which causes the 


‘disease. appearance and size close- 


resembles the germ which causes tu- 
berculosis, the tubercle bacillus. sin- 
gle erganisms impossible for the 
distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacil- 
lus, hundreds attempts have been 
made grow artificial media but 
date none these have 
met the requirements for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same ex- 
tent. scientist more than 145 re- 
corded cases has been able toinfect him- 
self other human volunteers 
tempted innoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE 
EASE THE BIG PROBLEM Han- 
sen’s. Once that determined, the 6000 
year old practice imprisoning per- 
son for life because happens 
sick will done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the 
many leprosaria scattered throughout 
the world thousands well workers, 
religious and lay, been daily as- 
sociation with the patients the inci- 
dence infection very small. some 


these cases reasonable doubt existed 
whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This 
especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the coun- 
try where the disease occurs frequently 
when the disease known have 
existed the family. Neither factor 
was present the much publicized case 
Father Damien but his biographers 
assert that ‘‘The good father never took 
any precautions against infection but 
lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.’’ His successor, Brother 
Joseph Dutton, worked daily inti- 
mate contact with patients for over 
years without contracting the disease. 


FACTS, based actual experience 
over long period years (the most val- 
scientific yardstick furnish indubi- 
table proof the remoteness the 
communicability Hansen’s disease. 


man woman may remain per- 
fect physical health for years after con- 
tracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted 
any social gathering. 


Hansen’s not included the list 
quarantinable diseases New York 
State and patients that State are 
subject tono restrictions. down, 
go). 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital 
Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from John 


Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


This activity open all interested patients. The Star its entirety hand 
set patients. Subscribers, kindly notify change address. The Star can- 
not forwarded. 


the United States new cases leprosy de- 
velop extent that makes the disease mat- 
ter public health concern only certain States 
bordering the Gulf Mexico; elsewhere spread 
material importance the community. These 
facts, though well known those who have made 
special study the disease from the public 
health point view generally, have not been 
taken into account formulating public health 
laws and regulations the various States. 


—G. McCoy, Medical Director (Retired), 
United States Public Health Service 
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